
The Spread of The Plague:
Secondary source:

‘The Black Death erupted in the Gobi Desert in the late 1320s. No one really 
knows why. The plague bacillus was alive and active long before that; indeed 
Europe itself had suffered an epidemic in the 6th century. But the disease had 
lain relatively dormant in the succeeding centuries. We know that the climate 
of Earth began to cool in the 14th century, and perhaps this so-called little Ice 
Age had something to do with it.  Whatever the reason, we know that the 
outbreak began there and spread outward. While it did go west, it spread in 
every direction, and the Asian nations suffered as cruelly as anywhere. In 
China, for example, the population dropped from around 125 million to 90 
million over the course of the 14thc.’

- E.L Skip Knox 

Primary Source: 

“In this year, 1348, in Melcombe in the county of Dorset, a little before the 
feast of St John the Baptist, two ships, one of them from Bristol, came 
alongside. One of the sailors had brought with him from Gascony the seeds of 
the terrible pestilence, and through him the men of that town of Melcombe 
were the first in England to be infected.” - Grey Friar's Chronicle, Lynn

“Then the dreadful pestilence made its way along the coast by Southampton 
and reached Bristol, where almost the whole strength of the town perished, as 
it was surprised by sudden death; for few kept their beds more than two or 
three days, or even half a day.” - Henry Knighton, Chronicon
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